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Creative	Commons	(CC)	licences	are	everywhere	

●  Widely	used	in	academia,	government,	and	the	arts.	
●  CC-licensed	works	in	libraries,	archives	and	museums	help	make	their	

collections	more	accessible	to	the	public.		
●  Teachers	and	educators	use	CC-licensed	materials	to	create	and	share	

educational	resources.	
●  CC	licences	are	found	in	Wikipedia	and	other	Wiki	projects,	Europeana,	

YouTube,	etc.	
●  CC	licences	have	a	major	role	in	the	Open	Science	ecosystem.	

	



Why	are	Creative	Commons	licences	important	for	libraries?	

Academic	and	research	libraries	

●  CC	licences	are	widely	used	in	scholarly	
publishing	and	repositories.	

●  In	the	context	of	Open	Science,	CC	licences	
provide	the	legal	framework	to	facilitate	the	
sharing	of	research	outputs	(publications,	
data,	protocols,	etc.).	

●  CC	licences	are	included	in	funder	/	
national	/	institutional	/	publication	policies.	

	

All	libraries	

●  Libraries	increasingly	have	CC-
licensed	open	access	content	in	
their	holdings.	

●  CC	licences	facilitate	the	sharing	of	
materials	created	by	libraries	(e.g.	
guides,	training	materials,	etc.)	

●  Some	libraries	manage	OA	
publishing	units	within	their	
institution.	



Using	Creative	Commons	licences:	challenges	

●  Poor	understanding	of	copyright	and	licences	among	stakeholders	e.g.	researchers,	
management,	librarians.	
	

●  Misconceptions	about	copyright	in	the	digital	environment	(e.g.	online	content	can	
automatically	be	re-used	without	permission,	CC	licences	only	apply	to	printed	content,	
etc.)	
	

●  Licenses	are	poorly	applied	e.g.	

○  licence	information	is	omitted	or	incomplete,	

○  licence	symbols	and	names	are	mismatched,	

○  contradicting	licences	used	for	the	same	content.	



Licence	module	

Licence	version	 Jurisdiction 
Licence	module	 Licence	version	

Jurisdiction	

Different	modules	=	different	usage	rights	

Different	versions	≠	different	usage	rights	

Before	version	4.0	local	adaptations	were	
developed	to	make	sure	that	licences	are	aligned	
with	the	local	legislation.	 
	
Different	jurisdictions	≠	different	usage	rights	

Example:	some	users	believe	that	licence	
conditions	are	changed	by	changing	the	licence	
version.	



Typical	use	cases	and	
tools	



Use	case	1:	A	user	finds	content	on	the	internet	labelled	with	a	
CC	licence,	and	doesn’t	know	how	it	can	be	used.	

●  Find	the	information	about	licences	
(short	descriptions	and	legal	code)	on	
the	website	of	Creative	Commons):	
https://creativecommons.org/share-
your-work/cclicenses/		

●  Read	FAQ:	
https://creativecommons.org/faq/	

	



Use	case	2:		
A	user	wants	to	find	
CC-licensed	content	

Search	the	CC	Search	Portal:		
https://search.creativecommons.org/		

	



●  Search	individual	platforms	listed	on	CC	Portal	(Europeana,	Wikimedia	Commons,	
YouTube	etc.)	

●  Google	Advanced	Search	
●  Some	search	engines	and	aggregators	support	searching	and	filtering	by	licence	

(e.g.	BASE)	

https://base-search.net/Search/Advanced		



https://figshare.com/search?q=		

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Creative_Commons_licenses		

https://www.flickr.com/search/?
text=		



Search	OpenVerse:	https://openverse.org/		





Use	case	3:	An	author	publishes	a	work	(in	a	journal,	book,	
repository,	preprint	server)	and	should	choose	a	licence	(by	
selecting	from	a	drop-down	list	or	by	informing	the	publisher).	

●  Check	the	CC	website	for	information	
about	licences	(short	descriptions	and	
legal	code)	
https://creativecommons.org/share-
your-work/cclicenses/		

●  Note	for	publications,	authors	often	
have	to	choose	the	licence	required	
by	the	national	/	funder	/	
international	/	institutional	policy.		



Use	CC	Licence	chooser	to	
make	a	decision	

https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/		



Use	case	4:	An	author	wants	to	self-archive	an	Author	Accepted	
Manuscript	(AAM)	in	a	repository	

Find	the	information	about	the	
licence	required	in	the	publisher’s	
policy	or	in	Sherpa	Romeo	and	
apply	this	licence	when	depositing	
AAM	in	the	repository.	

EIFL	webinar:	Creative	Commons,	repositories	and	versions	of	articles:	
https://eifl.net/resources/eifl-webinar-creative-commons-repositories-
and-versions-articles		



Use	case	5:	A	publisher	wants	to	use	CC	licences	in	a	journal	or	
book	

●  Decide	which	licence(s)	to	use	and	include	this	
information	in	publicly	available	policies.	

●  Make	the	licence	information	easily	findable	
on	the	publishing	platform	and	especially	on	
article	landing	pages.	

●  Include	the	licence	information	in	metadata.	
●  Include	the	licence	information	in	PDF	files.	
●  Always	include	a	link	to	the	licence	home	

page.	

Guide:	
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/images/6/61/Creativecommons-licensing-and-marking-your-content_eng.pdf		



Use	case	6:	An	institution	establishes	a	repository	and	wants	to	
make	it	possible	to	assign	CC	licences	to	deposited	content	

●  Work	with	the	IT	team	to	enable	licences	in	the	
repository.	

●  Include	CC	licences	in	the	repository	policy	
●  Ensure	the	licence	information	is	properly	

displayed	in	human	and	machine-readable	
formats.	

●  Explain	in	user	manuals	how	to	choose	
licences.	

●  Provide	training	and	support	to	IT	staff,	
librarians	and	researchers.	 <meta	name="DC.rights"	content="openAccess"	/>	

<meta	name="DC.rights"	content="https://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/"	
scheme="DCTERMS.URI"	/>	



Resources	



CC	Wiki	
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Main_Page	

	

	

		



Creative	Commons	
Certificate	for	Educators,	
Academic	Librarians,	and	
Open	Culture	
(online	book)	
https://
certificates.creativecommons.or
g/cccertedu/		

	

		



Guide	to	Creative	Commons	for	
Scholarly	Publications	and		
Educational	Resources	
Pascal	Braak,	Hans	de	
Jonge,	Giulia	Trentacosti,	
Irene	Verhagen,	&	Saskia	
Woutersen-Windhouwer.	
(2024).	Guide	to	Creative	
Commons	for	Scholarly	
Publications	and	
Educational	Resources.	
Zenodo.	
https://doi.org/10.5281/
zenodo.13691572	

	

	

		



More	resources	
●  Crea-ti-ve	Commons	for	rese-ar-chers:	

https://www.kb.se/samverkan-och-utveckling/oppen-tillgang-och-
bibsamkonsortiet/open-access-and-bibsam-consortium/open-access/creative-
commons-faq-for-researchers.html		

●  Creative	Commons	for	Researchers:	a	Practical	Guide:	
https://subjectguides.york.ac.uk/creative-commons	

●  Check	also	available	LibGuides	
●  Check	national	CC	chapters	for	non-English	resources:	

https://network.creativecommons.org/chapter/		

	

	

		



Questions?	
milica.sevkusic@eifl.net	

iryna.kuchma@eifl.net	


